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WALTHAM, Mass., Feb. 7 /PRNewswire/ --A reassessment of the American
Jewish population indicates that it is almost 20% larger than previously
estimated. Over six million Americans currently identify as Jewish or are
children of Jewish parents, according to a study released to(jay by the
Steinhardt Social Research Institute
(SSRI) at Brandeis University.
The
Steinhardt Institute also found that the Jewish population includes: more nonOrthodox individuals than estimated by existing demographic studies. The
report can be viewed at: .
The SSRI study concludes that the 2000-01 National Jewish Population Study
(NJPS), previously considered the authoritative
source for data about the
Jewish population, substantially underestimated the size and misl'"epresented
the characteristics of U.S. Jewry. NJPS 2000-01 asserted that thE! AmericanJewish population, including those of Jewish background, was 5.2 million and
had been in a state of decline since 1990. SSRI concludes thalt the NJPS
finding is in error and that the comparable population figure is between 6 and
6.4 million. In addition, the SSRI study estimates that there are an additional
one million individuals who have Jewish parentage and could be considered
Jewish, bringing that total potential population to between 7.0-7.4 million.

"Our analyses tell us that the Jewish community is larger and more diverse
than most had thought," said Len Saxe, Professor of Jewish Community
Research at Brandeis University and Director of SSRI. "In particular, it is clear
that

there

are

many

more

Jews

under

55 years

of age,

including

a

significantly larger proportion of children and young adults, than NJPS
indicated. Rather than seeing itself in decline, the organized American Jewish
community has an exciting opportunity to serve a larger, more diverse
population that feels a connection to Jewish life."
As part of their study of the American Jewish population,
Professor Saxe and
his team of SSRI researchers
reanalyzed
NJPS data from 1990 and 2000, as
well as conducted
a synthesis
of data collected
from nearly three dozen
government
and foundation-funded
studies on a wide range of topics that
included
questions
on religious,
ethnic,
and cultural
identity.
The SSRI
researchers
concluded
that NJPS underestimated
the Jewish population,
in
particular
because its telephone
methods
failed to reach young adults and
professionals.
The SSRI study found that those surveys with higher response
rates identify proportionately
more Jewish respondents.

"The Jewish people have made significant contributions to nearly every major
facet of American society, so a larger population should be viewE!d in a very
positive light," said Michael Steinhardt, the renowned hedge fund manager
and philanthropist who provided the endowment to establish SSRI. "On the
other hand, while there is a larger Jewish population overall, the~ number of
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people who are affiliated with Jewish organizations is unchanged. Therefore,
the percentage of Jews who are being served by the Jewish community is
actually less than previously thought. This leads us to an important question,
has the present institutional structure in the Jewish world been res;ponsible for
the severe decline in affiliation? On a deeper level, we might wonder if that
with so many more people openly Jewish but unconnected, should we not
explore ways to reinvent the Jewish community in order to reach them?"

birthright Israel (BRI), a philanthropic project that Mr. Steinhardt- chairman
of Jewish Life Network/Steinhardt Foundation, which was instrumental in the
development of SSRI-co-founded and continues to support, is a striking case
in point. BRI offers educational trips to Israel for American Jews age 18-26,
and evaluation studies indicate that it has been highly successful in infusing
participants with stronger Jewish identity. Although BRI has en~Jagedmore
than 15,000 young adults from the U.S. per year, according to SSRI's
analysis, there are nearly 800,000 young adults eligible for the program more than twice as many than previously suggested by NJPS.
The larger population estimated by SSRI has similar implicationls for other
educational and cultural programs. For example, the Jewish Earll' Childhood
Education Initiative (JECEI), another project spearheaded by Mr. Steinhardt
along with seven other foundations and federations, had been operating under
the assumption that 30% of Jewish preschoolers attended Jewish early
childhood programs. According to SSRI, the real figure is closer 'to 15-20%,
which means that JECEI's mandate to enhance the quality of Jewish
preschools as a means to appeal to and engage unaffiliated families in Jewish
life and learning is that much more pressing. SSRI's findings are ~iure to lead
to other changes as well, necessitating larger fund-raising goals for Jewish
organizations, influencing policy decisions, and even changing the way the
American public-and politicians-view the Jewish community.
"Of course I'm pleased to know that the American Jewish community is larger
than we thought," added Mr. Steinhardt, "but we also have to al:knowledge
the downside implicit in the findings, which is that active involvement in
Jewish life is lower than we thought. The good news, however, is l:hat we can
use this new information to reinvigorate our efforts towards causing a
renaissance in Jewish life. Speaking for myself, I have heard the clarion call,
and I'm excited to get to it."
About Brandeis University
Brandeis is the youngest private research university in the United States and
the only nonsectarian university in the nation founded by members of the
American Jewish community. Named for the late Louis Dembitz Brandeis, the
distinguished
associate justice of the U.S. Supreme Court, Br,~ndeis was
founded in 1948. While Brandeis maintains a special relationshjp with the
Jewish community, it is not affiliated with any religious organization, offers no
theological instruction, and welcomes students and faculty of all backgrounds
and beliefs. Brandeis is a member of the Association of American Universities,
which represents the leading research institutions of higher education in North
America.
About Jewish Life Network/Steinhardt

Foundation

http://www.earthtimes.orgiarticles/printpressstory
.php?news=56970

2/8/2007

--

Print :- BrandeisUniversity StudyFinds that American-JewishPopulationis Significantly... Page3 of 3

Jewish Life Network/Steinhardt
Foundation (JLN) was founded in 1994 by
Michael H. Steinhardt to strengthen and transform American Jewish life so
that it may flourish in a fully integrated, free society. JLN's president is Rabbi
Irving ("Yitz") Greenberg, a past chairman of the U.S. Holocau:5t Memorial
Council and a leading thinker and educator in Jewish life. The organization's
philanthropy seeks to revitalize Jewish identity through educational, religious
and cultural initiatives that reach out to all Jews, with an empha!iis on those
who are on the margins of Jewish life. The long-term goal of Jewish Life
Network/Steinhardt
Foundation is the emergence of a thriving, dynamic and
creative Jewish community whose contributions
to American culture are
informed and inspired by distinctive Jewish values that are fully compatible
with life in the open society.
Jewish Life Network/Steinhardt

Foundation
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